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Document Branch HFA-305 
Food and Drug Administration 
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 
Rockfield, MD 20852 

RE: Docket #97N-484s 

Dear Sirs, 

I have received a copy of a letter written by John W. 
Brantigan, M.D.. In his letter he states that practicing 
surgeons 
promotion. 

have been deceived by slick marketing and 

I find his letter deceitful or disingenuous at best. 
For myself I do not feel that I have been deceived by 
slick marketing or promotion. After evaluating a product 
that Dr. Brantigan promotes, the Brantigan Cage, I have 
found that my ethical and moral obligation is to use 
allograft bone rather than the Brantigan Cage. Possibly 
the question should be asked to Dr. Brantigan is how much 
in sales that his company may be losing in competition 
with the allograft bone products currently available. 
Surgeons in practice without financial ties to eit$F the 
spine companies or Dr. Brantigan's 
myself, 

company,%uch as 
have found that the allograft bone products 

available to us for spinal fusion surgery have been more 
than satisfactory. I have been very pleased not only 
with the results but their ease of use and safety. 

MAH/sd 
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